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By Sherrill Kushner

Special to The Times

“H
EY, this is a restau-

rant,” said Clara.

The bus crossed

Fairfax Avenue and

stopped in front of

a building with a tall, slanted, blue-

and-white striped roof. “I thought we

were supposed to bring our lunches.”

“We’re not eating here,” said Mrs.

Kelly.

“Then why are we stopping?” Clara

asked. 

“Johnie’s Coffee Shop Restaurant is

the kind of coffee shop that was popu-

lar in the 1950s and ’60s,” explained

Susan, their tour guide. “It was named

for the owner who thought it would be

more distinctive if he spelled the name

with only one ‘n.’ This style of archi-

tecture is called ‘Googie’ and it began

in Southern California.”

“Googie?” repeated Billy. “Sounds

like baby talk!” 

“The name came from another cof-

fee shop built in the 1940s named Goo-

gie’s. This one looked like it,” said Su-

san. “They kept using the name for

any building that had lots of glass, a

slanted roof, geometric shapes and

large neon signs.”

“It looks kind of like a spaceship,”

said Emily.

“That’s the whole idea,” said Mrs.

Kelly. “Googie started when space

travel was just beginning. It was sup-

posed to give people an idea of the fu-

ture.”

“Can we go inside?” asked Billy.

“I’m sorry, but it’s been closed for

five years,” said Susan. “It’s only used

once in a while for filming a movie or

TV show.”

The students peeked into the res-

taurant windows and saw booths with

bench-style seats facing tables, and vi-

nyl stools around an L-shaped counter

where people used to eat their ham-

burgers and fries. 

“Many of these Googie-style build-

ings have been torn down,” said Mrs.

Kelly. “Groups like the Los Angeles

Conservancy are trying to save the

ones that are left and help people find

new ways to use them.”

“I’d make it into new restaurant

and serve tacos,” said Clara.

“I’d make it a toy store and change

the name to Billy’s,” said Billy.

“No, you should keep the old Joh-

nie’s sign. That’s a cool part of the

building,” said Emily.

“Time to go,” said Mrs. Kelly. “The

last stop is in Santa Monica.”

Friday: The tour ends in Santa Moni-

ca, a city by the Pacific Ocean. What

will the class see there?

Author’s note: The Los Angeles Conser-
vancy will host a self-guided architec-
tural tour down Wilshire Boulevard on
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. All places
described in this story will be open to the
public during this time. For more infor-
mation and to get a free guidebook for
kids, call (213) 430-4219 or go to www.
curatingthecity.org. Thanks to Cather-
ine Gudis, director of education for the
L.A. Conservancy, for fact-checking this
story.

This story will be on The Times’ website

at latimes.com/kids. The regular Kids’

Reading Room features will return next

week.

‘Touring Wilshire Boulevard’
Part 4
The story so far: Mrs. Kelly’s class has
visited MacArthur Park, the Elks Club
and Wilshire Boulevard Temple. 
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GOOGIE-STYLE BUILDING: Many coffee shops in the 1950s and ’60s looked like Johnie’s Coffee Shop Restaurant on Wilshire Boulevard.
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HEATHCLIFF By George Gately DENNIS THE MENACE By Hank Ketcham FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane MARMADUKE By Brad Anderson

MUTTS By Patrick McDonnellPEANUTS By Charles M. Schulz

A Warm & Fuzzy Deal
Give a Book, Get a Happy Ending

Bring any new or gently used children’s book to the booth in front of the America’s Kids 
& Education Expo at the L.A. County Fair, Sept. 14-16, 21-23, or 28-30 ONLY, or visit the 
Manners I. Care booth, Building 4, to get a FREE commemorative Blaze the Racehorse 

stuffed animal (while supplies last). Offer not available on opening day or weekends.
Limit one commemorative horse per family. Fair closed Mondays & Tuesdays.

For more information about the L.A. County Fair, visit: www.lacountyfair.com
For more information about Reading by 9, visit: latimes.com/readingby9
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